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INATIVE PLANTS

WHY PLANT A MANZANITA?
e architectural specimen

e authentic beauty

e smooth, red bark

e landscape value

e wildlife habitat
e winter berries

e colorful new growth

o showy flower clusters
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Arctostaphylos refugioensis, REFUGIO MANZANITA

he largest grower of California native plants in the state, Tree of Life Nursery has

been located on the historic Rancho Mission Viejo in San Juan Capistrano for over
20 years. Largely a wholesale nursery, the Roundhouse Plant Store is open to the public
Fridays year-round and Saturdays in fall and spring. For those interested in learning
more, we offer a large selection of books on the California region regarding landscaping
and horticulture, natural history, conservation, and more. The nursery’s catalog, “Plants
of El Camino Real,” is a beautifully arranged collection of information about the plants
we grow, with helpful hints for landscapers and gardeners looking for the right plant for
the right place. Come experience Tree of Life for yourself!

efugio manzanita, endemic to Santa Barbara county, is one of the

largest manzanitas, reaching 15 feet tall and 10 feet wide. It also
grows a bit faster than other types of manzanitas and has dark brown
branches and showy white flower clusters in spring. Plant in full sun to
part shade in well drained soil and provide a thorough irrigation once a
month for best results. Hummingbirds and bees are attracted to the
flowers, and various songbirds eat the berries. Manzanitas make classic
specimens for courtyards, entries or front yards surrounded by natives like

Eriogonum, Mimulus, Rhamnus, Romneya, Salvia, Iris, Heuchera and Dudleya.
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