
Fremontodendron californica, FLANNELBUSH

COMPANION PLANTS

Arctostaophylos species
Ceanothus species
Cupressus forbesii

Dendromecon  species
Mahonia species

Mimulus aurantiacus
Romneya coulteri

Salvia species
Yucca whipplei

FFlannelbush is one of California’s floral gems. Also called Fremontia,
it occurs on dry, sunny slopes throughout the state. A large, fast-

growing evergreen shrub, this plant can reach a height of 20 feet tall and
spread to 15 feet. Plant it in the fall in full sun (or light shade) and well-
drained soil. Highly drought tolerant once established, the plants need no
supplemental irrigation, especially during the summer months, when
warm, moist soil conditions host Phytophthora, the fungus that causes root
rot. Bristly hairs on the stems, leaves and seed capsules can be irritating
to the skin. It performs well on slopes and banks, and flowers profusely in
the spring. F. californica makes a stunning specimen or backdrop for other
colorful chaparral species (see left).

The largest grower of California native plants in the state, Tree of Life Nursery has
been located on the historic Rancho Mission Viejo in San Juan Capistrano for over

20 years. Largely a wholesale nursery, the Roundhouse Plant Store is open to the public
Fridays year-round and Saturdays in fall and spring. For those interested in learning
more, we offer a large selection of books on the California region regarding landscaping
and horticulture, natural history, conservation, and more. The nursery’s catalog, “Plants
of El Camino Real,” is a beautifully arranged collection of information about the plants
we grow, with helpful hints for landscapers and gardeners looking for the right plant for
the right place. Come experience Tree of Life for yourself!
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