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Acacia farnesiana, SWEET ACACIA

SMALL FLOWERING TREES

Arctostaphylos refugioensis

Betula occidentalis

Ceanothus arboreus

Cercidium floridum

Cercis occidentalis

Heteromeles arbutifolia

Ornithostaphylos oppositifolia

Prunus ilicifolia

SSweet Acacia is a large shrub to small tree reaching 15-20’ tall with a
10’ spread. Orange-yellow flowers occur in spring and are followed by

2 inch seed pods. The lacy, evergreen foliage and spines along the stems
and branches make it a good choice for barrier plantings. If tree form is
desired, early and regular pruning will yield an attractive multi or single-
trunked specimen. It performs best in low desert landscapes. Planted in
full sun, Sweet Acacia tolerates many soil and moisture conditions. It
casts light shade in courtyards, patios, small yards, streetside plantings and
parkways, it is also valuable for wildlife habitat. The sweetly scented blossoms
of Sweet Acacia are widely used by foraging bees, and in honey and perfume
production.

The largest grower of California native plants in the state, Tree of Life Nursery has
been located on the historic Rancho Mission Viejo in San Juan Capistrano for over

20 years. Largely a wholesale nursery, the Roundhouse Plant Store is open to the public
Fridays year-round and Saturdays in fall and spring. For those interested in learning
more, we offer a large selection of books on the California region regarding landscaping
and horticulture, natural history, conservation, and more. The nursery’s catalog, “Plants
of El Camino Real,” is a beautifully arranged collection of information about the plants
we grow, with helpful hints for landscapers and gardeners looking for the right plant for
the right place. Come experience Tree of Life for yourself!


